“Essential” Ethnographies and Readings in Anthropology

In response to a request from the graduate students in our department for a list of the “essential”
ethnographies and readings in anthropology, I asked the faculty to each nominate ethnographies
and other books that they considered essential for anthropologists. Because each of us could
name many items in each category, to keep the listing to a manageable size, I asked the faculty to
limit their nominations to 5 in each category. Making these choices proved challenging as each
of us had to omit from our lists items that we consider very highly. Some nominated classics,
others newer texts, and some a combination of both. Below are the lists that result from this
process. (Dates in square brackets are the original publication dates.) Keep in mind that these
lists are not the result of faculty discussion and consensus, but represent their individual forced
choices. As well, no one on the faculty listed their own ethnographies or books, but those are
important too, of course. I hope this list is useful.

Robert Rubinstein
15 December 2011
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2. Essential Books (Not Ethnographies)

Agamben, Giorgio. 2005. State of Exception. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press.

Anderson, Benedict Richard O'Gorman. 1983. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin
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Books.

Gerth, H.H., and C. Wright Mills, eds. 2009. From Max Weber: Essays in Sociology, with a new
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