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Artist’s statements often include discussion of the processes and materials used to create a piece. Some genres, like drawing and painting, are familiar, but for others, some background information might help you work best with a tutee. (All quotations from the website of the Whitman College art department.) 

Book Arts: Classes in Book Arts involve design and construction of books of various forms, using techniques including letterpress and traditional bookbinding. In Book Arts,  “students consider the relationship between text and image through hands-on studio work including setting wood and metal type, printing on a Vandercook proof press, and creating a variety of book structures.”

Foundations: These 100 level classes are open to all students, but Whitman art majors are required to take at least one of the four offered. Foundations classes explore broad themes through a variety of media. Course offerings include Digital Processes and Production, The Transformed Object, and Optical Imaging. 

Digital Printing: Digital Printing uses digital cameras, scanners, and computer programs (including Photoshop and Lightroom) to produce images. Though the equipment is different, digital photography considers many of the same aspects as traditional photography, including “composition, point of view, documentation, and the relationship of the subject and viewer.”

New Genre: “New” genres of art include computer programming, video art, installation art, and performance. New Genre classes at Whitman introduce students to various non-traditional forms of art: In Beginning New Genre Art Practices, “students will gain familiarity with a range of topics such as internet culture, basic programming, and visual and audio re-mix”. 
Purpose of the Statement 

Essentially the statement answers "Why?" 

· K.A., sophomore art major. 

Artist’s statements explain the intentions and processes behind an artist’s work. The statement explains the artist’s choices- of subject, aesthetic, and material. Artist’s statements also help place the piece into context, explaining artistic or cultural references. If the piece is interactive, the artist’s statement might guide the audience as to how to engage with it. 

Audience

Many artist statements are written not for a general audience, but for the student’s professor or classmates. There might be a class blog where students post their statements for their classmates to see. A statement might also be turned in directly to the professor. In these cases, the audience of the statement is familiar with the usual processes and materials of the genre, so there’s no need for the writer to fill them in on background information.  They might also be more interested than a general audience in the specifics of the artist’s process. In a statement written for classmates or a professor, it’s okay to reference class discussion or previous work. 

An artist’s statement might also be displayed alongside a piece in a gallery show. In this case, the audience may be unfamiliar with the genre, its materials, and conventions. They will also have no context for the artist’s work, unless other pieces are displayed in the same exhibition. Statements written for a general audience should explain more about the intentions behind a piece, and less about the mechanics. 

Style & Formatting

There is no prescribe style for an artist’s statement, but there are some definite guidelines.

Conventions

Artist’s statements should also be written in the first person. The writer should use a heading with his or her name, the name of the class, the medium, and the title of the piece. The writer should use the present tense when discussing the effect of the piece, and the past tense when discussing the process behind it.

Present -“[This piece] portrays the everyday item in a new light.”

Past - “I chose my jeans pocket to measure the size.”

Length 

Though assignments may vary, artist’s statements are short, usually one page or less (single-spaced). They may be shorter if displayed alongside the piece in a gallery show. This very limited length makes conciseness important. One Whitman art student said that she struggles with “trying too hard”: an artist’s statement can’t explain everything, and doesn’t need to. Explanation should be authentic. 

Citing a Work of Art

Any references to other artists’ work should be cited correctly, including the artist’s name, name of the work, date of composition, medium, and location. The following is an example of MLA style: 


Turner, JMW. Dido building Carthage. 1859-60. Oil on canvas. National Gallery, 
     
-----London. 

Ask the artist: 

Why did you make this?



How did you make this? 





What do you want me to know about it? 

